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(54) MANUFACTURE OF AUTOMOTIVE AIR BAG DOOR SKIN 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent a divisional line from appearing 
on the surface of an air bag door skin in 
manufacturing the skin via the formation of a 
divisional V-groove on a thermoplastic sheet material 
by pressing the predetermined divisional line portion 
on the reverse side of the skin material with a heated 
cutter for determining the line. 

CONSTITUTION: In the manufacturing an air bag door 
skin, a thermoplastic sheet skin material 20 
comprising vinyl chloride resin or the like formed to 
the predetermined shape through a vacuum forming 
process, a powder slashing process or the like, is so 
placed on the surface of a support seat 22 as to keep 
the reverse side thereof up. Then, a heated cutter 24 
is lowered together with a heater body 28 and 
presses the predetermined portion of a divisional line 
on the reverse side of the sheet skin material 20. As 
a result, the predetermined divisional line portion on 
the reverse side of the skin material 20 is deformed 

to have the shape of the heated cutter 24 in section, thereby forming a divisional V-groove 
36. In this case, plastic material 20 swells at both sides of the groove 36, due to the pressure 
of the heated cutter 24, and a bank portion 38 is formed. No divisional line, however, appears 
on the upper surface of the sin material 20. 
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